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Fire Prevention Week commemorates the Great Chicago Fire, October
8-9, 1871 — the two-day blaze that killed more than 250 people, left
100,000 homeless, destroyed more than 17400 structures, and burned
more than 2,000 acres. The tragedy inspired reform across America,
spurring new fire-safety codes and public awareness campaigns. Each
October, the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) serves as the
official sponsor of a nationwide fire prevention campaign to highlight
the importance of fire safety education. This year’s theme focuses on
replacing smoke alarms every 10 years!




Age matters when it

comes to smoke alarms

Replace smoke alarms
every 10 years
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Look at the back of the smoke alarm to find out
what type you have. In general;

Photosleciric smoke
alarms are safe to putin
the trash.

ionization smoke
alarms should not be
put in the trash. They
contain a small amount
of radioactive material.
Get in touch with the
manufacturer to learn
more about disposal
options. You could also
look for a hazardous
materials disposal event
" or facility in your area.
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The manufacturer can give you specific instructions
about your smoke alarm. The name is printed on the
back of the unit.

Some batteries cannot he thrown in the trash.

If your smoke alarm has sealed batteries, check with
your tocal community for disposal options.

To be safe, cover the
posts of 9V batteries
with tape prior to
disposal to avoid a short
circuit. Electricai tape
or masking tape can be
used. This will prevent
fire in case the posts
accidentally come in
contact with metal.




